Mayor’s Appearance Highlights Special HPMS Networking Breakfast

by Michael Morgan, Morgan & Associates Communications

Spring, at last, has fully sprung and Hyde Park Main Streets (HPMS) helped to celebrate the season at a special networking breakfast, held at the River Grille on May 3. The breakfast featured Mayor Menino along with City of Boston department heads Charlotte Golar Richie and Dennis Royer, City Councilor Rob Consalvo, several Menino administration staff members and close to 50 members of the business community. 
HPMS Executive Director Karen O’Connell provided welcoming remarks before introducing Golar Richie, Director of the Department of Neighborhood Development, noting that “The City is our (HPMS) partner.” Golar Richie echoed this sentiment, praising O‘Connell for doing “a great job behind the scenes,” and for her work as a member of the Board of the Main Streets Foundation, on which she said O’Connell “represents all the City’s Main Streets programs.”

Golar Richie introduced the Mayor, who noted the efforts of Councilor Consalvo to clean up the onslaught of plastic bags on city streets and “in the trees.” He stressed the importance of Boston’s neighborhoods and their businesses, observing. “It’s so important to get to know and work with each other. The neighborhoods are the heart of this city. If their businesses succeed, the neighborhoods succeed.” Menino pointed to some Hyde Park initiatives, including the upcoming HPMS Teen Job Fair, taking place on Saturday, June 2, from 10 AM to 1 PM at the Hyde Park Branch Library , and efforts to “make our businesses more senior-friendly.” He also noted that, in Hyde Park, the City is starting a program of laying down rubber sidewalks around tree bed areas, to stop sidewalk damage caused by emerging tree roots cracking the sidewalk’s concrete.  
The Mayor then turned to an important economic issue - property taxes - observing that residential real estate taxes have increased by 76% over the last five years.  He addressed two pieces of impending legislation that he said would provide some relief for neighborhood homeowners: a tax on poles owned by the many telecommunication companies doing business in Massachusetts cities and towns, and an increase in the meals tax.  The Mayor pointed out that while electrical utility NStar pays taxes on its poles, the many telecommunications companies do not, adding that a bill before the state legislature was “statewide” in scope  and that 65 cities and towns have endorsed the legislation, which would provide about $21 million in revenue for Boston, and resulting tax relief for neighborhood homeowners. He also observed that while Boston generates 26 percent of the state’s gross revenue, “we get back just 18 percent.”  He urged breakfast attendees not to be taken in by an expected telecommunications industry publicity campaign, which would warn customers that their rates would increase if the legislation passed.  He stated that in Florida and Texas, assessment of this tax did not result in rate increases.

The Mayor also discussed a proposed increase in the meals tax, using the cost of a daily hamburger as an example.  “If you eat a five-dollar hamburger every day …..you’ll end up in the hospital,” he joked before pointing out that the tax increase on this daily burger would amount to just $18 per year and also provide property tax relief. “We have no way to raise our revenues unless we go to the State House,” he remarked, adding that “we take care of the same people the legislators do.”

While urging the support of the local businesses in attendance for the tax measures, Menino also urged them to support increased hiring of local teens this summer.  He praised the business community for increasing youth hiring last year, when “9,600 kids went to work…16 percent more than the year before,” adding that “It costs (a business) about $1,600 to put a kid to work for the summer.” Beyond providing area youths with some income, the Mayor said a job “helps kids learn about the business world and develop relationships,” and praised John Hancock and local law firms for participation in a program to hire “at risk kids” in concert with the Boston Police Department. Dennis Royer, the new Chief of Public Works and Transportation then spoke briefly, to expand upon the rubber sidewalks initiative and to update attendees on upcoming street improvements on Hyde Park Avenue.         

Karen O’Connell returned to the podium to recognize the sponsorship of a number of HPMS Corporate Buddies, Hyde Park Cooperative Bank and Hyde Park Savings Bank..  She pointed out that “Main Streets wants to connect with the business community,” and encouraged its participation in the Teen Job Fair. She introduced Manisha Sethi Varma, owner of the Subway shop on Hyde Park Ave., who said she had hired two local kids as a result of last year’s Job Fair. O’Connell pointed out that the Teen Job Fair is co-sponsored by The Education Resources Institute (TERI) and seeks to provide local youth with not only employment, but also helps them “learn how to apply for college, take part in an interview and do a resume.” 

O’Connell noted the cooperation of community organizations and introduced Anne Walker of ETHOS, a senior citizen assistance program, which, this month, is sponsoring SeniorPalooza.  The month-long celebration includes a variety of informational programs for seniors in Jamaica Plain, Roslindale and Hyde Park. An events schedule is available by calling ETHOS at (617) 522-6700 or visiting the Website at www.ethocare.org. O’Connell added, “We’ll survey the seniors to see what they think about the Hyde Park business district”  
O’Connell closed the breakfast by noting that this would be the last breakfast before the summer break, but there is another enticing program for HPMS members also occurring in June. On Thursday June 14, HPMS will sponsor a visit to Pawtucket’s McCoy Stadium, less than 45 minutes from Hyde Park, for a baseball game between the Pawtucket Red Sox and the Richmond Braves the top farm club of the Atlanta Braves.  The game starts at 7 PM and box seat tickets are available, at $10 via HPMS, through Thursday, May 31. “This is an opportunity for us to get together and network informally,” O’Connell observed. “And see good baseball at prices we can afford.” 
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